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ALEXANDRA-MARIA VRNCEANU

should always be in charge, you don't wear make-up, you don't shave, you're
always m9ry, you don't have a sense of humour, you don't use deodorant"
(Adichie 8-9). There seems to exist a divide in the collective mind as regards the
tandem feminist - femininity, as though the two terms were mutually exclusive.
Therefore, for some, one cannot possibly wear heels, make-up, relish the thought
of cooking, and other such pleasures if one also adheres to feminist principles.
Dare we even venture into the world of female sexuality and pleasure, that of
fetishes or the endless debate surrounding women's bodies and choices - the

author mentions that there really is no debate when it comes to a woman's own
body, as it is solely her choice and hers alone.

That being said, it is worlh going back to the very definition of the term

feminism as featured onEncyclopedia Britannica:"thebelief in social, economic,
and political equality of the sexes." ("Feminism"). This perfectly encompasses

what women (not just feminists) have always wanted and fought hard to obtain:
equality. In our contemporary setting, the resurgence of feminism was sparked in
the wake of the #metoo movement, as well as that of Time's Up - focusing on
equality of opportunities and of pay in the workplace, combating sexual haras-

sment and gender-based discrimination - highly publicized due to the invol-
vement of countless celebrities and politicized during awards ceremonies such as

the Academy Awards, the Golden Globes or during protests like "The Women's
March". After Nigerian novelist Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's famous essay

titled "We Should A11 be Feminists" came outr, the creed seemed to have
permeated the media and it went on to be featured in a Beyoncd song and even

printed on Dior t-shirts. In her eye-opening essay she details her experiences as a

girl at a tender age and then as a woman - and a feminist and female writer -
having been told not to come across as too angry in her writing: "Of course it was

angry.Gender as it functions today is a grave injustice. I am angry. We should all
be angry. Anger has a long history of bringing about positive change" (Adichie
14). This anger that women - not just feminists - have pent up over the centuries
stems from a culture of silencing them that has thrived over time, be it in the
workplace, at home, or at school, and has made the scenario in which the male
voices drown out 'the noise' the rule, with the exception being the instances when
women raise their voices, and are perceived as 'aggressive' or 'hysterical'.

In order to see how obvious gender inequality is, one need look no fui1her
than societal conditioning and how it is ingrained in us as children through
assigned gender roles such as 'the hall monitor', who should be a boy rather than

a girl (Adichie B), and this is tied to the very origins of society, where roles such

as hunter-gatherer were assigned to the strongest of the tribe - usually the men.

However, what was once the case no longer stands, as strength is not - nor should
it be - a sign of who deserves to be in a position of leadership, but rather

I Based ona2012 TED Talk she gave in Euston, LK.

16

competence, skills, and kn,
femininity and beauty are ..

attractive, thus a mold is cr:,
early age to look and beh:..,
ceftain standards - enjol ri::
on the outskins; in this re::-
color, transgendel wor.nen. L
those who wish to effect s...'
and "remember that real cr:
our society are liberated
discrimination) that thin. ,-

make" (Given 40).
Tracing the mor en::

:.,aling rnanifested in tjuec
r.Irous work The Seconcl \.
English translation came oLi:
Enslish writer and philosc:-
.lrcller. the creator o1F,.,,, -

. ritirrg titled .4 l/indicori,.'
-,,icl ).[oral Sublects (1 79] r -

\\ oilstonecraft 21). She "r
:Jucation and equality.to l-.-
-, Lrlren are taught from a r ,:
''\,\ orren, deluded bv the.-
- -.:rrringly obtaiuing po\\ cl. -

,.,.r'il'iced to temporan sl.*:
:- ln hour" lWollstonecrar.

Much in the sante i,
::-i-,mter Olympe de Goug:.

-:cloration of the Rights ot '

,,2 arrd ntale lor uonton r----
.r beauty as in courage, neeCr

=:iral to those ascribed to rl:
: :t "The free communicat:

:-:.-cious of the rights olrr crl-
r,lte that women should be

-:1icl1. named to ensure .

-.',rc abulary-wise, the parlipi,.
':liizeness," meaning the i
?:r olution ("citoyenne"). Ti
' ,\ e rnent. it is worth notin:
,::at Britain it was centerer



LI

Suleq suo4eztue?to grtrr 'e8e4gns s.ueruo,/yr uo peJeluac se.,l\ ]r ur"lrJg leoJg
pue Sn eql q 'eJnleu ur pcllryod elrnb sear.ll l€q18ur1ou Vl.lom sg lr 'luetuelour
]srurrueJ eql Jo ele,tt lsJU eql Surzrseqlu.(s ur 'snq1 '(,,euue.(o1rc,,) uorlnlole5
qcueJC eql Surmp pe,(oldrue se 'uez11tc eleueJ er{l Surueeu ,,,sseuozr1rc,,
rruel e^rsnlcur-repueS Jo esn drreeq se{€tu osle lelqdruud eq1 'esmr-rirelnqecon
'(971) urro srg s€ pllqc eq] sezru8ocer aq l€ql emsue otr perrreu fycrlqnd
plrqo rreql Jo reqleJ eql e^Bq o1 lq8rr eq1 peluer8 eq plnoqs ueruo^\ leql elets
(eu4 eq1le flsnoyepuecs) ol uo seo8 pue (971) ,,ueuo.tt;o slq8rr eq1;o snorcerd

lsoru eq] Jo euo sr suorurdo pue slq8noq] Jo uorl€ctunruruoc eeg eqJ,, leql
sezrseqdure eqs 'I I elolpy ur 'qcns sy 'flsrcos ur uetu ol peqrJcs€ esoql o1 lunbe
Sureq se (E71 se8nog ep) .,s8ulre3;:ns I"rf,reletu ut pepeeu 'e8emoc ur se ,(1neeq ur
rouedns sl ]€ql xes,, eqJ Jo slq8rr eqt 8ur1ep 'a1ou,otptm uoruow toJ alDru pue uDru
3u4n1t1sqns .(yyzrnpu 'ua443 [aytW] aqtlo puo uoygto sry3ry arylo uoly)ropae
eql o1 esuodseJ ur ecueJC ur olseJrueur € peqsrTqnd se8nog ep edruflg JerrrJoJeJ
prcos '(1611) erogeq rcef,e (Uerceuolsllofl\ se ure./\ erues eql ur qcnry

'(99 gerceuolslloly$ ..rnoq u€ Jo
qdump eq] o] eJrlJo ,ftrpqelcedseJ erll pue 'suorlecgqer8 .(rerodurel o] pecurrces
sI enpr.,\ ]nq ["'] lueugo sseml€e,^a eq] uo 8ur,(eyd ,(q rerrtod ?uurelqo ,(18uuunc
'sseuleem. Jreql Jo ]seoq serut1etuos 'sluerul]ues eseq] fq pepnyep 'ueruo7y1,,
:]L d. JIoID u€q] Jeq]€J 'f,1neeq Jreq] uo ,(yer o1 e8e 8uno,( € ruo{ {3ne1 eJ€ ueruo./yt

leql selels eqs 11I reldeq3 u1 'flqeroru spre8er se ueru ol rgqenbe pue uor]ecnpe
s.ueuro-/r\ 3:o ecuegodtul eql roJ selecolpe flluepre eqs '(IZ gerceuo1s11o16)

,,xes .,(ru JoJ nq J1es,(ru roJ lou,, speeld eqs ureJeq,&\ kAU) sqca[qng p.tory puo
p4tllod uo sa,met4s qilM uouloll lo sry8ry aryt to uorlrc)lpu7 v peqIl Surlrmr
lsruuueJ Jo ecerd pe8reqc ,(11ec4r1od e eJoJ,l.r 'uta4suaquo,tgJo JoleeJc eq1 'r(eyyeqg
,fte141 snoure3 Jo rorilotu 'gerceuop11o11 freytr reqdosopqd pue relrr,l.r qsrlSug
'(Vrct-n6t) :n eqt ul sepe8eggns eqt pue (ESO t ul ]no eruec uorl€lsu€r1 qsry8ug

]srg eql '6V6I uI uorsJel qcuerC eql) ecuerC ur ras puoras aqJ 1.tow snorueJ
s(Jrolneeg op euours eJoJeq 'edorng uI 'sele..l\ eeJql ur pelseJrueur Suneq
se peqrJcsep eq uec 1l 'sloor slr ol {ceq eloq,^a € se luerueloru eql Surcerl

'(97 uerug) ..e>l€ru
,(pee4e uec eldoed elrqzvr 'repue8src 'pelqesrp-uou 'ulq1 l€ql (uo4euruu.lcsrp
1noq1p,r,r) suorsrcep eIU€s eql e)plu ol elqe pue pel?reqll ere .(lercos mo
;o sur8reru eqi q eydoed eql lpun U€1s l.usaop e8ueqc IeeJ 1eql JeqruerueJ,, pue
sellesrueql .qw,rur€Jq-er, o1 e8ueqc Jo eJnseeru eruos lceJJe ol qsr,tA. oq^\ esoq]
e8ernocue slsrurrueJ 'qcns sy 'c1e ezrs-sn1d'+}JSC.I 'ueuro1r4. repue8sue4 ,ro1oc

Jo ueruo,,rr se qcns seuo8elec 1no lurod slsrurrueJ 'lcedser sql ul lspr1s1no eql uo
lJel eJe lou op oq,Ad. esoql epq,u. ',roqe1, Jrequo s1ln4 eql,(ofue - spr?puels uregec
ol eJeqpe o1 8urrr.u1s ,(yezrrlce ,(q ro ,&,u ureuec B el€qeq pu€ {ool o1 e8e ,(pee
ue ruo4r Suruorlrpuoc ,(q reqle - q ]U oq1\\ esoql :peleeJ3 sr ploru B snql 'elrlce.nlu
pu€ elq€Jrsop suieep ,Qenos selnqrJl1e ureuec o] pell eru ,fineeq pue ,(lrululureg
',(pelung '(Zt egclpV) pteU cgrcsds teqt q e8peyvroul pue 'sy11s ,ecueleduroc

affiwD41 palDFu2,u puo rGopapl lslulu,tal

Jeql€J lnq 'dlqsJarei _iC !L
plnoqs Jou - lou sI qlr--E-G n

'ueru eq] ,(11unm - aLE :E
qcns seloJ eJ3q_\ -\81\E-r.:

Ireql reqler,(oqe e1 p[-"da*.,:
q8norql uerplrqr sE =--- 

= 
i

JeqUlU ou lool paau auLn -s--- l

', pcFsls.(q- -ro -:-l;s'=
ueq \ sesrrBlsur 3ql Etrif,q arc
elsru eql r{3lrl.\\ ur or-EtrF.i
eq] q 1l oq 'ettru Je-\o Fc-'i
serJnlueo eql Je.\o &r ua::.
elqcpy) .,e8ueql a-rrusod s

IIB plnoqs e7y1 ',t6ue urn tr ":
s€,AA lr esJnocSg.. :8uur-r-u.:=

- JelIJ,A.L elBIUeJ puB Ls[mrc
e se secueuedxa req slIE'Esl:
ue,{e pue ?uos gcuo-iag u u
e^eq 01 peuees p$JJ aw
,(esse snoure3: s.erqJrpy F(
S.ueulol!\ eqJ,, 3 II sfsaford
s? qcns seluolrrsJsJ SPJErrE i
Jo^q eql o] enp pezrqqrx
-sEJeq Ienxes Sullequore:
uo Sursncog - d2 s,aru1 tc
ur peryeds s€/K IusruIuIoJJo
:urelqo o] preq tq8nog pue p

sessudruocua ,(ltcsyad srq 1

'crurouoce 'lercos urJarlaq ar

rluel eI{1Jo uoll.Iugep ,i:a r :

u./Y\o S.U€IUO^/Y\ 3 O1 SeIUOJ lt
eq] - secloqc pue seryoq s

Jo lerl] 'ernseeld pue ,fiqun
'seydrcuud lsrurruoJ o] senr.

lq8noql eql qsller 'dn-a4eru
'elrsnloxe ,(yyenlnu eJe,\\ SU

eq1 spre8er se puIU oAIlJeIIr

,.]ueJopoep esn l,uop no-(
el.nof 'e,teqs l,uop nor( 'dr



ALEXANDRA-MAzuA VRNCEANU

founded in order to help women obtain the right to vote (Humm 705). One such

organization was NUWSS Q.{ational Union of Women's Suftage Societies in
Britain), and chief among their 'Fourteen Reasons for Supporting Women's
Suffrage' were these two powerful claims: "Because public-spirited mothers
make public-spirited sons" and "Because the objections raised against their
having the franchise are based on sentiment, not on reason" (Various 1).

The second wave brought the emancipation - or liberation - of women to
the fore in the 1960s and continued to gain momentum through the 1970s. The

focus was on freeing women from subordination and patriarchal domination
(Kelly et al. 72).It was more radical in nature and decried reproductive issues and

the monopoly of the patriarchy. This was a time of grand gestures meant to raise

awareness; what has become one of the main 'scandalous' situations associated

with the movement took place in the US in 1968, where the famous bra-burning
incident took place at the "Miss America" beauty pageant. The motto adopted in
those days was "The personal is political", as it centered on matters such as:

aborlion and the woman's choice when it comes to her body, lesbian activism, as

well as equal pay - this was the case with the women's strike against Ford Motors
in Britain in 1968 (Humm 706).

One of the seminal works that catalyzed this second stage of feminist
thought in the US was American author Betty Friedan's 1974 The Feminine
Mystique (second edition), wherein she argued that, due to the expectations
imposed by the patriarchal society as regards women's duties (giving birth and

raising children, being housewives, with no real interest in pursuing a careet, let
alone a higher education and deriving their sense of accomplishment solely from
a domestic existence) (Britannica), women lose their very identity. When Friedan
wrote about 'the problem that has no name', it spoke to countless women in
America - and not only - on a deep level. Through writings such as hers, the
stigma of stating "I want something more than my husband and my children and

my home" (Friedan 27)beganto be gradually dispelled. Certainly, this 'mystique'
referred to undermining a woman's sense of self, leaving her unable to define
herself other than by in conjunction to an attributed role as wife or mother
(Friedan 70). This new feminism was also concemed with the matter of 'mother-
hood', whether it had to do with women having to juggle work and childrearing
or stay-at-home mothers, who felt isolated from the outside world. Initially - and

this is precisely what earned many radical feminists the reputation ofbeing firmly
against motherhood - the focus was on discussing and understanding "the way
in which beliefs about motherhood and the family were oppressive to women,
in conditioning and constraining the views women held about themselves and their
lives" (Richardson 115). However, other feminist writers and authors, such as

Erica Jong, advocated not for discouraging women from idolizing motherhood,
but rather stressed the fact that "The bearing and rearing ofthe next generation is
a communal effort. It is not a luxury by and for women. True, many women have

18
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through the same experiences and were subjected to the same objectification
("Alienation is also what makes it hard for us to talk about sex. Our sexual
experience is so privatized that we never find out that other women have the same
problems we do.") (Boston'Women's Health Collective 8). Therefore, toward the
end ofthe 20th century, feminists were optimistic that, having gained some power,
women would be able to effect change; therefore, "The fact that women can now
be sexually active and experienced without being condemned is a direct result of
second-wave feminism" (Walter 5).

The third wave of feminism, that began in the 1990s, sought to cater to
the shortcomings that surfaced in the wake of the second wave, that was accused

of only bringing the experiences and inequities faced by white middle-class
women to the fore. In so doing, it was deemed as not inclusive of those that were
in between or on the outside, racially-wise or in terms of sexual orientation (the

matter of LGBTQ representation), not to mention those living in highly religious
or fundamentalist regimes. Therefore, regardless of whether we belong to the
same gender, it is our experiences and walks of life that shape us; thus, several

sub-branches can be identified, such as black feminist thought, with iconic
representatives Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison or Alice Walker, Jewish feminism,
Asian and Latina feminism (attempting to erase the image of the obedient and

dutiful woman) and Native American-Indian feminism (Kelly et al. 13).

However, this issue of queer representation is not as prevalent as it is in Canada,
where prominent writers such as Nicole Brossard or Anne-Marie Alonzo left their
mark and brought lesbian experiences and thought to the public.

However, fire that stokedits embers andprecededthe fintwave offeminism
was the underground "Riot Grrrl" punk movement. Even the spelling with three
'r's is meant to get across the idea of rebellion, of women making their voices
and presence known to the world (iconic Riot girl Kathleen Hanna is said to have
coined the term) (Rosenberg and Garofalo 809). According to some supporters,

this women-fronted movement was one of the factors that contributed to ushering
in and popularizing the rise of feminism in the 1990s. What first started as a
rebellion against male-fronted bands transposing their experiences and male
bravado into music quickly took on far deeper and more meaningful roots, as 'girl-
bands' comprised of activists such as Bikini Kill's Kathleen Hanna or Love
Child's Rebecca Odes gained traction. What started as an underground punk
movement soon grew to signif, much more, as chapters were opened across the
country and an entire community was formed. For instance, they held workshops
centered on themes such as rape, self- mutilation, abuse, etc., focusing on the
individual, rather than on the political side (Rosenberg and Garofalo 810). This
was their poetry, their struggles expressed through music, speaking to girls
everywhere, assuring them that they were not alone.

This third wave and its resurgence are heavily felt nowadays, particularly
in the arts, with more and more female and feminist writers, whose works are
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